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it was also an age of the maturing of Japanese civilization
and of the flowering of a spirit which is unique and charac-
teristic of the complex mentality of a very gifted race.
Idealism and imagination are seen blending with realism:
and the great arts of No, of the tea-ceremony, as of paint-
ing and calligraphy are an escape from the rigours of life,
a compensation for toil and sad realities. So too might
the soul escape from cold and poverty to the rich and
splendid paradise of Amitabha, as one might behold in
ecstasy the vision of the eternal Sakyamuni, seated on a
heavenly mountain peak, welcoming his followers to
Buddhahood.
Characteristic of this age is the rough prophet and seer
Nichiren (1222-82). His life was set in difficult times,
and he was a man of the people, his father being a humble
fisherman. Poverty, earthquake, flood, famine, and the
horrors of civil strife combined to convince him that the
times were evil, and that he must call men to repentance
and to 'establish righteousness'. Blaming the sentimental
pietism of Amida and the subtle philosophy of Shingon as
much as the corrupt courtiers and plotters, he bade all turn
back to the eternal Sakyamuni. He warned the govern-
ment of impending disaster, and when the fleets of Kublai
Khan were actually on the sea, prayed to his Buddha and
saw them scattered by a great typhoon.
Amidst great hardships, through exile and persecution,
he continued to preach the saving power of the Lotus
Scripture, in which he saw cosmic reality incarnate, as
the remedy for the weakness of the times. Unsparing
of himself he went on missionary tours throughout the
empire, and with him Buddhism assumes a popular and
virile form, filtering down to the poorest. If Shinran is
Japan's Wesley or Francis, Nichiren is its Luther—a com-
bative and bold reformer, ruthless in attack and icono-
clastic in his zeal. All other Buddhist leaders were not
only mistaken, they were traitors in his eyes, inculcating
strange foreign ways, and leading men not to salvation,
but to perdition.

